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OOAMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Health Professions

Board of Nursing
Nancy K. Durett, R.N., M.S.N. \ - — 6606 West Broad Street, Fourth Floor
Executive Director N\ ' Richmond, Virginia 23230-1717
nursebd @ dhp.state.va.us o Nurse Aide Registy gg:; 22;3(1)8
N July 18, 2002 - FAX (804) 662-9512
TDD (804) 662-7197
Linda H. Sterling CERTIFIED MAIL
P. O. Box 24 7160 3901 9844 7518 3554

Gloucester, Virginia 23061 ,,
Dear Ms. Sterling:

Enclosed is a certified true copy of the Order entered by the Virginia Board of
Nursing, which reinstates your license as a professional nurse contingent upon certain
terms and conditions, as stated in your order. '

After 33 days, someone from the Compliance Unit will be contacting you to |
discuss the terms of your Order and your license will be mailed to you under separate
cover. ‘

If you have any questions, please contact us.

Sincerely,

ﬂa« 8
i ’ b
Jay?.;::i:;as, R.N., M.S.M., C.SAC.

Assistant Executive Director

~ JPDIKb
Enclosure

cc:  Robert Nebiker, Director, Department of Health Professions
James Banning, Director of Administrative Proceedings Division
Gayle E. Miller, Senior Adjudication Analyst
Donna P. Whitney, L.P.N., C.S.A.C., Intervention Committee Manager
Katherine G. Wax, Compliance Manager
Debbie Wintermantel, Senior Investigator (82575)
Grace Floyd, Program Support Technician
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VIRGINIA:
| BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING
INRE:  LINDAHUFFSTERLNG
\\ ORDER
Pursuant to § 2254019 § 22—4021 § 54. 1-2400(10) and § 54. 1-3010 of the Code of
Virginia (1950), as amended (th\"Code"), a Special Conference Committee (“Committee™) of the
Board of Nursing met on June 26, 2002, in Henrico County, Virginia, to receive and act upon
evidence regarding the petition of Linda Hl;.ff Sterling for reinstatement of her license to practice
professional nursing in.the Commonweelih of Virginia, :v?/hich was indefinitely suspended by an
Order of the Board entered December 5, 1997, and to receive and act upon evidence that Ms.
Sterling may have violated certain laws and regulations govemning the practice of professional
nursing in Virginia. Ms. Sterling was present and was not represented by counsel. Upon
consideratien of the evidence presented, the Committee adopted the following Findings of Fact and
Conclusione of Law.
L FINDINGS OF FACT
1. Linda Huff Sterling, .,R.N., previously held License No. 0001-086839 to practice .
professwnal nursmg, whxch was 1ssued by the Board, and mdeﬁmtely suspended by an
 Order of the Board entered December 5 1997 o ‘ !
2. Ms. Sterling was properly noticed for this informal conference by.letter dated May 3,
2002.
3. M:s. Sterling stated to members of the Committee a sobriety date of October 16, 1996.
4, Ms. Sterling provided to the Committee evidence of continuing education courses in

Nursing to prepare her for a position in Nursing.




Ms. Sterling stated to members of the Committee that she has been offered a nursing

position in a dialysis setting which will include six (6) weeks of training.

. On or about Janttar’y 9, 1998, Ms. Sterling signed a Participation Contract with the Health .

Pracﬁtioners’\w:tion Program (“HPIP”), pursuant to Chapter 25.1 of Title 54.1 of the
VAC

Code, and 18 -10-10, et seq., of the Regulations Governing the Hsalth Practitioners’
Intervention Program. Oni -August 31, 2000, Ms. Sterling signed a Recovery Monitoring
Contract which is effective for five (5) years from the date of signature.. Nancy Hickman,
Case Manager, stated to members of the Committee that Ms. Sterling has been in
compliance with-her contract since J anuary 9, 1998.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact, the Committee concludes that Linda Huff

Sterling has met the requirements of § 54.1-3009 of the Code and that she is competent to retumto

the practice of nursing with reasonable skill and safety to patients, subject to certain restrictions, as

more fully set for?;h below.
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ORDER

On the basis of the fdrggoing, the Committee, effective\"upon entry of this Order, hereby

‘ORDERS that the license of Lmda Huff Sterling to practlce professxonal nursmg in the

' Commonwealth of Vlrglma, Llcense No 0001-086839 be and hereby is, REINSTATED subject _

to the following terms and conditions:

1.

2.

Ms. Sterling shall comply with all terms and conditions for the period specified by the HPIP.
Any violation of the terms and conditions stated in this Order shall be reason for revoking

the license of Ms. Sterling, and an administrative proceeding shall be held to decide
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whether her license shall be revoked. Ms. Sterling shall be noticed to appear before a

CommJttee at such time as the Board is notified that:

a) ~ Ms. Sterling is not in complianée with the terms and conditions speéiﬁed. by the
HPIP,\or has been terminated from participation in the HPIP, or

b) There 13\2\ ‘pending investigation or unresolved allegations aga.mst Ms. Sterling

involving a w;\lat;on of law, regulation or any term or condition of this order, or,
) Ms. Sterling has successfully completed the specified period of partiéipation in the
HPIP. However, upon recelpt of evidence of Ms. Sterling’s participation in and
compliance with the HPfP, the Connniffee, at its discretion, may waive Ms.
Sterling’s appearance before the Committee, and conduct an administrative review
of this matter. |
Pursdant to § 2.2-4023 of the Code, the sigrxed‘original of this Order shall remain in the
custody of the Department of Health Professions as public record and shall be made available for
public ins;;ectidx'i’ 'or copying on request.
IstSteJ;lmg does not consent to the Committee's decision and desires a hearing before the

Board or a panel thereof, she shall notify, in writing, Nancy K. Durrett, RN., M.S.N., Executive

"Director, Board of Nursmg, 6606 W. Broad Street, Fourth Floor, Rlchmond, Vlrglma 23230-1717

 within thxrty-three (33) days from the date of entry of this Order -Tlns Order shall become ﬁnal” :

upon the expiration of the thirty-three (33) day period unless a written request for a formal hearing
is received within such time. Upon receiving timely request for a hearing, the Board or panel
thereof shall then proceed with a hearing as provided in § 2.2-4020 and § 2.2-4021 of the Code of

Virginia (1950), as amended.




¢

Bt
PR/ fode

DR

FOR THE BOARD
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MdyK ett, RN MSN.
Executive Director for the
Board of Nursing
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I hereby certify that a certi

ified true copy of the foregoing Order was mailed on this day to -

Linda Huff Sterling, at Post Office Box 24, Gloucester, Virginia 23061.

(P
ancGX. Durrett, RN., M.SN.

R Executive Director for the

Board of Nursing

Ry /gft‘ 2805-

Date v

Certified True Copy

Virginia Board of Nursing




