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| VA BD OF NURSING
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

David E. Brown, D.C. Department of Health Professions www.dhp.virginia.gov
Director Perimeter Center TEL (804) 367- 4400
9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 300 FAX (804) 527- 4475
Henrico, Virginia 23233-1463
February 2, 2015
Amy Nicole Branson CERTIFIED MAIL
109 Sanders Avenue
Chihowie, VA 24319 DUPLICATE COPY
VIA FIRST CLASS MAIL

RE: License No.: 0001-153615
DATE _a&lalls

Dear Ms, Branson:

Pursnant to Section 54.1-2409 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, ("Code™), you are
hereby given notice that your license to practice nursing in the Commonwealth of Virginia has been
mandatorily suspended by the enclosed Order entered February 2, 2015. You are hereby advised that,
pursuant to Section 54.1-2409.1 of the Code, any person who practices a profession or occupation after
having their license or certificate to do so suspended shall be guilty of a felony. Please return your
license to Jay P. Douglas, Executive Director of the Virginia Board of Nursing, at the above address,
immediately upon receipt of this Ietter.

Section 54.1-2409 of the Code further provides that you may apply to the Board of Nursing
("Board") for reinstatément of your license, and shall be entitled to a hearing not later than the next
regular meeting of the Board after the expiration of sixty days from the receipt of such reinstatement
application. You have the following rights, among others: to be represented by legal counsel, to have

wiinesses subpoenaed on your behalf, to present documentary evidence and.to cross-examine adverse

Should you wish to petition the Board of Nursing for reinstatement of your license, contact Jay
P. Douglas, Executive Director, at the above address or (804) 367-4599.

Sincerely,
J Ze H. Hoyle, Esquire, Chief Deputy Director
Department of Health Professions

Enclosures

Case # 160772
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VIRGINIA: ..
BEFORE THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS

IN RE: AMY NICOLE BRANSON, R.N.
License No.: 0001-153615

ORDER

In accordance with Section 54.1-2409 of the Code of Virginia (1950), as amended, ("Code"), 1,
Jaime H. Hoyle, Esquire, Chief Deputy Director of the Virginia Department of Health Professions,
received and acted upon evidence that the privilege of Amy Nicole Branson, R.N,, to practice nursing
through the Nurse Licensure Compact in the State of Tennessee was revoked by an Order entered
December 3, 2014. A certified copy of the Order is attached to this Order and is marked as
Commonwealth's Exhibit No. 1.

WHEREFORE, by the authority vested in the Director of the Department of Health Professions
pursuant to Section 54.1-2409 of the Code, it is hereby ORDERED that the license of Amy Nicole
Branson, R.N., fo practice nursing in the Commonwealth of Virginia be, and hereby is, SUSPENDED.

Upon entry of this Order, the license of Amy Nicole Branson, R.N., will be recorded as
suspended and no longer current. Should Ms. Branson seek reinstatement of her license pursuant to
Section 54.1-2409 of the Code, she shall be responsible for any fees that may be required for the
reinstatement and renewal of her license prior to issuance of her license to resume practice.

Pursuant to Sections 2.2-4023 and 54.1-2400.2 of the Code, the signed original of this Order
shall remain in the custody of the Department of Health Professions as a public record and shall be

made available for public inspection and copying upon request.

squire/Chief Deputy Director
fessions

ENTERED: __Q, /g/aom’
/7



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

Department of Health Professions
Director Perimeter Center
9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 300
Henrico, Virginia 23233-1483

www.dhp.virginia,gov
TEL (804) 367- 4400
FAX (804) 527- 4475

CERTIFICATION OF DUPLICATE RECORDS
I, Jaime H. Hoyle, Esquire, Chief Deputy Director of the Department of Health
Professions, hereby certify that the attached Consent Order entered December 3, 2014,
regarding Amy Nicole Branson, R.N,, is a true copy of the records received from the

Tennessee Board of Nursing.

Date: Q/e? /90_/f
/7
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BEFORE THE TENNESSER BOARD OF NURSING

RRFTYN

BILDEC -t pyy 3:§)

Case No. 17.19-1288064 5577 o SIATE

In The Maiter of

Amy Branson
V.A. RN, License No. 1183615

Respondent

‘This matter came to be heard befors the Tennésses Board o o e e
Deceiriber;, 3014,

the:State made & motion pirsuant 1o Tennessee Code Annotated Section (TENN, CODE ANN, §) 4-
5-309:t0 find the Resporgén in

Tt-Gf ifs thotion, the. Stite introdiced: evidénce that o Notice of Hearing and

rved upon the Respondent at the address of record on file. with the Division,
Viathe United. States Postal Service certi
class mail, however, the Respondent failed:to appear, Further, the State introduced into ¢vidence
‘that on-or dboys. July 18, 2014, the State-filed u Notice 6f Charges oit-the Respondens, At that

ied mail, and vig the United States Postal Service, first

tae, theRespm&eutwasrepmsenwdbywunsel 8 such, the Notice of Chiarges were sent to her

tottiey of yecond and to her address on file with the’ Boary
State filed sevi

L On or about August 1, 2014, the

ral 4-5-413 with the Respondent’s attorney and sent copies to Ms, Branson at her

g COMMONWEALTH'S
EXHIBIT

— 4




ecord: O of aboit Augyst 18,2014, an email from the Respondent was forwarded from the
law offices of the ‘Respondent’s: former attomney stating that the Respondent was aware of her
trial dafe of August 20, 2014,
On o about August 19, 2014, the Respandent i

mﬂaﬂd@ssbfm amynyeole1975@gmail.com, and requested a continuance of August 20,
2014. On or abot August 19, 2014, the Respondent was granted a corttinuance by Judge

IHers,. on. the basis. that she needed 1o retaint new counsel and of hes i health, Jidge
Sommers explictly stotod 1 et that she had ore i éniough tirrie to retain counsel and no
other continuarioes would be granted,

On ot sbont- Qg
e poorping i date on Desember 3, 2014, On or about Noversber 3, 2014, the State sent

obier 29, 2014, the State sent the Respondent an email reminding her of

enether email to the Respondent agsin remiinding be of her trial date, On o about, November 4,
2014, the Stafe sent Agreed:Onders o the Respondent at her address of recard with the ‘Board,
112 Frazier Lane, Chilliowie, VA 24319 and to 33454 Bunker Hill Lane, Apt, (3, Glade Sprng
VA 24540, an addess give 10 the Stits by ber former dtrney and from a CLEAR som,

O or about Noveriber 17, 2014, another CLEAR search was run, verifying no new
infoimharion other then, the sddresses.to, Which the State had already sent Agreed Orders. On o
about November 17; 2014, the'Sixte subniitied postl traces 1o the Postriastéis of the Bunker Hill
Fanc:Addsess i Gide Spring, VA andthe Frazie Line acress i Chillowie, V. Exnails were
g sent by the Stte to the Resporden: on November 19, November 24, December 1, 2074 to
the Respondent seminding her of lier hearing date, No response was eves reogived. =
sbout Decembier 1, 2014 the Postal Traces were retuned to the Office of General Counsel and
verifisd that the Res pondent’s addeess: of recoid vias the Bunker Hill address, to- which




Gémmmicauﬁn hadalready been sent, The State also introduced inio evidence the. affidavit of
JﬁmYnung,paralegal to Caroline Tippens, verifying all the atternpts at service.

Having considered tia evidetice: ii this tratter, the Administrative Judge advised the
Board that sorvice onthié Resporident was Tegally sufficient. After consideration of thie Notice:of-
Hearing and Chargés; testimiony of Wwitnesses, argument:of counsel, and the record as & whole,
the Board finds as follows;

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. wlent Has been. at all times perfinent hereto licctised by the Virginia Board of

Nursing as aTegistered nurse; having been granted license number 1153615 on June 13,
1997, which Surrently lias an expiration dae of April 30, 2015. Respondent’s Vitginia
registered muise license is active and bears a mliistate privilege to practice puising in
States which bave-entered info the Interstate Nurse Licensure Compact..

it Tune 8, 2012, the Respondent’s Vieginia registered iursinig license was
nanded by the Vitginia Board of Nursing for falsifying patient vital signs. The

Respondent fiiled o report this out-of:state disciplié to the Tennessee Board of
3. Onor bout Oistober 17, 2011 through November 27, 2012, the Respondent. was
Cployed 4 & tegistered aurse in the Intensive Care Usis at Holston Valley Medical
Cetier it Kingsport, Tennessee; on the multistate privilege afforded to Respondent by her
'Virginia mursing license,
4, On ar-about November 23-24, 2012, the Resporideit wiis observed to be impaired while




5 On o about Nevenitier 26, 2012, the Respondent’s UDS wag positive. for
Sensidit pmgs,methadone,and oOpiates.

% Onordbout November 26,2012, the Respondent resigned Frori Holston Valiey Medical
Center,

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

‘The Bosrd, having juisdicion over this maie, finds the facte i ths Order are s 1

esablishiarth Respondent ia violated the following provisions of Tex, oo A yes.7-

V01, ¢ s a1 he fiial Complation Rules and Regiltions of the e of Tetmessee for the

Dakid of Nyzsing (TeNN. Come. R. & REGS.) 1000-01-01, et s¢g.

7. Respoudent's acts and. condict constitute violitions of TENN. CODE ANN. § 63-7-
115(a)1):

3 MeRS’s acts and conduct eumerated in paragraphs one (1) through six ©

-constitute violations of Tenn. Comp. R. & Regs. 1000-01-.13(1):

(0 The.use.of iy intoxicating bieverage of:the illegal use of any narcotic or dangeroug

| ;ﬂmg“whileﬂn<dh1yrin‘=an?-'ﬁealthcm=faéiliﬁ%.SEHMIi"iﬁﬁi“Iﬁoﬁ* S0 Serc placs

(&) Belg undor e influsce of looholi beverages, or wnder e Tnftuonce o drogs

 which impair udgment while om duty i any ealth care feilty, sctums et oe
othis-work place location; and

% " factssliplaedIn paragraphs ane (1) through six (6) constitate 4 iolation of TE.
Cobi AN, §63:7:302:



- . Bl el .
9f the Goordinated licensure informatjon system
stateof any such actions by remote states.

Every Durse practicing in 4 party state must cotiply with the state Practice laws of
the state in which the patient is located. at the time care is rendered. In additien,
the practlnaofnurmng is not limited to patient care, but shall inclode all nursing
practice ag defitied by the state practice laws of & party state. The practice of
nursing will subject a nurse to the jurisdiction of the nurse licensing board and the
courls, as well as the laws, in that party state,

A remote stato may fake adverse action affecting the multistate licensuire privilege
Yo proctice’ within that party state, However, only the home state siiai] have the

Power 1o iapose adverse action againist the [i nse issued by thie home state,

For putposes of iinposing udverse action, fhe licensing board of the home state.

SR give the same priority and effsct 1o reported conduct received from a remote

Stite s it would if sich caiduct had ocenrred within the-home state. In so doing,

ltéhallapp[y its own state.Jaws to determine appropriate action,
The home state may take adverse action bused on the factyal findings of the

retiiote state, so long as each state % lows its own. procedures. for imposing such

adverse sotioii,

REASONS ¥OR THE DECISION

"THEREFORE, it is ORDERED a5 follows;

10.  Respondent's privilege 1o practice nursing in the State of Tennessee is hereby
REVOKED, beginniing the cffective date of this Order.

I Respondent must: CEASE AND DESIST the practice of nursing in the State of

p



12,

13,

Tetiesseo begimifng thé effective date of this Onder.

Respondent shall pay the costs of this action bursuant to Temn, Copg ANN. §§ 63-7.
aind TENN. COMP. R. & REGS. 1000-01-.04(11). These costs wil] be

ished by aii Assessment of Costs prepared by counsel for the Departrent. The
Assessient of Costs shall not exceed five thousand doilars ($5000.00) and shall be paid,

;iimﬁﬂiéwftﬁimwen;y-»foﬁr (24) motiths frony thie issuance of the Assessment of Costs,

NOTICE.

14,

15

ie6;

This fevooation of privilege-and civil penalties are formal diﬁcipl’ina;y' fetiofis and will he
reported:to the National Practitioner Dgg Bank (NPDB),
Civil penaltzzsmhemhy assessed pursuant @ Teap. Comp. R. & Regs. 1 000-01-.04(6)

and. Tentt, Code Ann, § 63-1-134{¢), which states in particular:

) Civil peiialties assessed pursuant to this section are final, due and payablé as of
Hie date showi on the certificate of filing below.

{2).  Ifthie violator fails io Pay an assessment when it becomes final, the department

may apply to the appropriate coutt for g Judgmient and seek execution of such

judgment.
:iiﬁm'may eater irito ah agre:
fiss in installments tint ars due and payable beyond the date: on which the

iheht with the Board for the payment of assessed ejvil

assessmieht becones fingl. “Tenin, Code Ann. § 63-1-134(c). To set Up a payment plan,

eontac the Disciplinary Coosg inator by calling 615:253-2699.




Y7, Allebsts and civi penaty pyinents “hallbe pid in certified funds only (certiied check
cisiers cheok, Or mioney’ order) fo the. Siate of Tennessee, which shall be .mailed or
delivere

o Disciplinaty Coordinator, Tennessee Department of Heaith, Office of
westigations, 665 Mainstream Drive, Becond Floor, Nashville, Tentiessee 37243,
18 A notation: shall be Placed on the instrument designating that it is payable for-the costs
‘and/ar civil penalty of Ay Brsnion, Case No. 201300154,
™ ox “iplation of this Ordet shall constitite 4 Separate violation, pursuant to. Tenn. Code
Agiis. § 832 115(a)(1)(6), and is grounds for further disciplinarysetio by the Bosd,

SO DRDERED fhlsa_j_dﬂa' of _J _20&,1 by the Tennessee Board of Nursing,
Chaitperson/Acting Chaiperson
Tentiessee Board of Nursing




*ONSIDERATION, ADMINISTRATIVE RELIEF AND JUDICIAL REVIEW

Withiirt fiftesn (15) days afier the eiitry of 4n initial or final order, 5 party may-file &
petition 1o thie Boasd for reconsideration of the Final Order. If np action is taken within twenty
(20) deyy of Bling of the pefition with.the Board, it is deemed denjed. "TENN, CODE.ANN, § 4-5

it adifition, & panty ‘miay petition the Board for a stay of the Final Order within seven €
days:after the effective date of the Fifial Order. TENN, CODE ANN. § 4-5-316.

party may-seek judicial review by filing a petition for review in the Chancery
Court of Davidson County within sixty (60) days after the effective date of the Final Order. A
petition for recansiderstion does not sct 1o extend the sixty (60) day period; however, if the
petition i prarited, then the sixty (60) day period i3 tolled and a new sixty (60) day period
commiences from the effective. date of the Final Order disposing of the petition. TenN. Cope
ANN: §4-5:320;

Tennessee Department of Hediih
Office of General Coungl e
665 Mainstream Drive, Second Eloot
1615) 74141611




GERTIFI@&TE‘ OF FILING
This Order was teceived for filing in the. Office

of the Secretary of State, Administrative.

the day of

L 201,

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The andersipned heteby certifies that a trile. and correct copy of this document as entered hag

- upon thie Respondent, Amy R. Branson, 33454 Bunker Hijl Lane,

Caroling R; Tippers

Assistant General Cotnse]



